Created to Dream — The Six Phases God Uses to Grow Our Faith
Rick Warren | Session One — September 8, 2026
Housekeeping
· Register for Gather and Venmo $50 to @Susan-Kim-70. Susan: 310.877.9377
· Gather information: gatherbiblestudy.com
· Refreshments—Leader needed, Sign up for coffee, hot water, and a snack. 
· Purchase the Created to Dream Bible Study Guide
Dreaming Is an Act of Faith
This fall, we’re going to be talking about dreams—but maybe not in the way we usually think about them. 
A dream can be something big: starting a business, writing a book, creating something new. But God’s dreams can also be quieter—and sometimes even more important: healing a relationship, walking faithfully with someone through a hard season, or becoming free from something that has held us back.
Why This Matters in This Season
Many of us are in a season of life when things are changing. Children grow up. Careers change or end. Parents need us. Grandchildren arrive. Relationships change. Our bodies age. Loss becomes more familiar. 
That raises a different kind of question: God, what do You want to do with this part of my life? What is Your dream for my life—and do I trust You enough to follow You into it?
Opening Question 
When you hear the word dream, what does it stir in you—possibility, excitement, pressure, uncertainty, hope, or something else?
Faith and Dreaming
Rick’s premise is that dreaming is an act of faith. God created each of us for a purpose. Great faith inspires great dreams, and great dreams require great faith.
But we tend to be outcome-driven. God is often more interested in who we are becoming along the way. While we are pursuing the dream, God is growing our faith, shaping our character, broadening our perspective, and teaching us to trust Him. The dream matters. So does what God does in us through the process. 
A God-given dream can touch almost any part of life, and it does not have to look impressive. The danger comes when the dream becomes a measure of our worth, our identity, or how others see us. Pride can hijack even a God-given dream. God’s dreams are never ultimately about proving ourselves; they point beyond us to what He wants to do in us and through us.
We are all coming into this study from different places. Some are excited, some uncertain, some already sense God calling them toward something, and some simply need renewed hope.
There can be so much pressure to “find your purpose.” I don’t think God wants us anxious about that. So don’t worry about figuring out your grand purpose today.
Simply ask: God, what do You want me to hear today?
After the Video: What idea or sentence stayed with you? Why do you think it caught your attention?
Scripture
Ephesians 2:10 — “We are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”
Matthew 9:29 — “According to your faith let it be done to you.”
Ephesians 3:20 — God is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power at work within us.
Small Groups
1. What idea or sentence stayed with you? Why do you think it caught your attention?
2. Of the phases Rick described, which one feels most like where you are right now?
3. What would trusting God look like in that phase instead of resisting it or rushing through it?
“God, help us recognize what You are doing in our lives, trust You in every phase, and have the courage to follow wherever You lead.”

