CHANGING THE TIDE: If not at first, ultimately
How Paul and the Early Church Advanced the Kingdom in a Hostile Culture
As Seen Through the Lens of How Paul Reacted to Injustice in Acts 24,25,26

INTRODUCTION 
• Throughout Paul’s travels and hardships, God continually provided platforms for him to proclaim the gospel—to crowds, rulers, and military officials. In these chapters Paul spoke to Felix, Festus and King Agrippa before he was sent to Caesar regarding legal charges against him.
• Even amid injustice and persecution Paul produced abundant fruit. He wrote much of the New Testament, traveled thousands of miles, planted many churches and reached souls.
• Ultimately Paul helped turn the tide in a pagan Greco-Roman world. At a critical moment in history, after Jesus’ death and resurrection, the early church became a powerful force for spreading the gospel and shaping Christian faith.
· Like Paul, we often don’t know where God is taking us or what obstacles we will meet. But we can study how Paul responded, what he focused on, and trust that God is in control, he works all things for good which changes the outcome and trajectory.
CENTRAL QUESTION: 
In Acts 24, 25, 26 how did Paul respond to injustices, obstacles and legal trials? What do effective kingdom-advancers do along the journey? 
A. PAUL SPEAKS UP 
1. Paul Defends Himself
2. Paul Speaks about Righteousness, Self-control, and the Coming Judgment
3. Paul Speaks up About His Faith in Jesus Christ
B. PAUL TRUSTS GOD, STAYS THE COURSE, PERSEVERES, KNOWING GOD IS IN CONTROL AND HE SAYS, “GOD HELPS ME.”
________________________________________________________________________________
WHAT ACTS 24,25,26 SHOW US:
Acts 24: 1-27 [Tertullus accused Paul to Governor Felix]2 “saying ….5 For we have found this man a plague, one who stirs up riots … is a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes.6 He even tried to profane the temple … 10 And when the governor had nodded to him to speak, Paul replied … I cheerfully make my defense [to Felix]. 11 You can verify that it is not more than twelve days since I went up to worship in Jerusalem, 12 and they did not find me disputing with anyone or stirring up a crowd, either in the temple or in the synagogues or in the city.13  But this I confess to you, that according to the Way, which they call a sect, I worship the God of our fathers, believing everything laid down by the Law and written in the Prophets,15 having a hope in God, which these men themselves accept, that there will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the unrighteous16 …. But Felix, having a rather accurate knowledge of the Way, put them off, saying, “When Lysias the commander comes down, I will decide your case.”23 Then he gave orders to the centurion that he should be kept in custody but have some liberty, and that none of his friends should be prevented from attending to his needs.24 After some days Felix came…25 And [Paul] reasoned about righteousness and self-control and the coming judgment, Felix was alarmed and said, “Go away for the present. When I get an opportunity, I will summon you.” 26 At the same time he hoped that money would be given him…. So he sent for him often and conversed with him. 27 When two years had elapsed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus.
Acts 25:1-27 After he [Festus] took his seat on the tribunal and ordered Paul to be brought7 …. Paul argued in his defense [to Festus] and then said, “I appeal to Caesar.” 12 Then Festus, when he had conferred with his council, answered, “To Caesar you have appealed; to Caesar you shall go.” 13 Now when some days had passed, Agrippa the king and Bernice arrived at Caesarea and greeted Festus. 14 And … Festus laid Paul's case before the king, saying, … “it was not the custom of the Romans to give up anyone before the accused met the accusers face to face and had opportunity to make his defense concerning the charge laid against him17 …. But when Paul had appealed to be kept in custody for the decision of the emperor, I ordered him to be held until I could send him to Caesar.” 22 Then Agrippa said to Festus, “I would like to hear the man myself.”23 So on the next day Agrippa and Bernice came … and they entered the audience hall with the military tribunes and the prominent men of the city. Then, at the command of Festus, Paul was brought in.24 And Festus said, “King Agrippa …25 I found that he had done nothing deserving death. And as he himself appealed to the emperor …. Therefore, I have brought him before you all, and especially before you, King Agrippa27 … For it seems to me unreasonable, in sending a prisoner, not to indicate the charges against him.”
Acts 26:1,30-32 So Paul … “began his defense [to King Agrippa and then said] “… but I have had God’s help to this very day … the king rose, and the governor and Bernice and those who were sitting with them. 31 And … they said to one another, “This man is doing nothing to deserve death or imprisonment.” 32 Agrippa said, ‘This man could have been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar.’” At this point Paul may not be able to see how he is changing the tide, but he proceeds despite obstacles and continues to speak to power and crowds which leads to ultimately changing history.
A. PAUL SPEAKS UP 
1. Paul Defends Himself
In these three chapters, Paul gives his defense before Felix, Festus, and King Agrippa. Felix was open minded but was also looking for bribes. We see in Felix an example of an imperfect or unjust judge, but ultimately, he rules somewhat favorably because God is in control. Paul is not convicted, he is given comfortable house arrest where his friends can care for his needs, and he is able to go onto a higher ruler for a decision. In Paul’s case the greatest threat to him was a quick conviction and he avoided that. He was able to spread the gospel in a public way throughout the Roman empire.
Acts 24:22 (KJV) - And when Felix heard these things, having more perfect knowledge of that way, he deferred them (by not making a ruling against Paul as requested by Tertullus), and said, When Lysias the chief captain shall come down, I will know the uttermost of your matter.
Similarly, the Parable of the Unjust Judge Shows us that God Takes Care of the Elect, Like the Widow 
Luke 18:1-8 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up [in a legal battle in an unjust environment]. 2 He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people thought. 3 And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’ 4 “For some time he refused. But finally, he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or care what people think, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come and attack me!’” 6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says.7 And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly.”
The widow though she was in an unjust environment, likely powerless and had been denied justice in the past, was persistent in requesting it, in prayer, perseverance and trusting God. Paul also listened when he was in front of Felix, Festus and King Agrippa to what they said before he spoke. 
Similarly, Paul did not give up like the widow, he was persistent in speaking up, and Jesus tells us what to do in such cases. To listen to what the unjust judge says. In sum, this could mean read the unjust environment, pray, don’t give up, speak up and speak up again, persevere.
Paul Has a Vision that Builds His Confidence and Creates Trust in God
Last week we heard Acts 18:9-10 that says, “Now the Lord said to Paul through a vision in the night, "Do not fear, but continue speaking, and do not be silent.” Paul had this vision before he was in front of Felix defending himself so he was prepared and did not fear speaking up. Whatever God expects from us He will prepare us, with just the right words, skills and guidance. 
2. Paul Speaks about Righteousness, Self-control, and the Coming Judgment
These are related themes, especially when we look at the meanings of words like, righteous and just and how they are sometimes used interchangeably or in a manner where they correlated with self-control and the coming judgement.
Acts 24:25 “Paul discoursed on righteousness, self-control and the judgement to come.”  
Acts 24:15 I have the same hope in God that these men have, that He will raise both the righteous and the unrighteous. (NLT)
Acts 24:15 having a hope in God, which these men themselves accept, that there will be a resurrection of both the just and the unjust. (ESV)
a. Meaning of “Righteousness”
Acts 24:15 Paul said he awaits the “resurrection of both the righteous and the unrighteous [lawless].”
Righteousness is a judicial decree, a judgement by God declaring us as righteous but it also leads to righteous action. We are not saved by righteous acts but blessed, rewarded and protected by them. 
In Scripture, righteousness and justice are intertwined.
Greek Terms:
• dikaiosynē — means both righteousness and justice (translated both ways)
• dikē — judge (dikastis), trial (dike), rights (dikaomata)
Examples:  Adding “justice” to passages about righteousness gives fuller meaning
Psalm 92:12 “The righteous [and just] will flourish…”
Isaiah 51:5 “My righteousness [and justice] draws near…”
Psalm 118:15 “Joy resounds in the tents of the righteous [and just]…”
b. Meaning of Self Control
Paul boldly confronted difficult and unpopular truths. He warned of those marked by self-love, pleasure, and godlessness.
2 Timothy 3:2–5 (Paul wrote to Timothy) People in the later days will be:
• lovers of self and pleasure
• slanderous, unloving, without self-control
• having a form of godliness but denying its power
To deny the power of God means rejecting the transforming work of the Holy Spirit—while still claiming religious identity. Some deny that God can work in their lives, but that is a demonic lie. Similarly, being a worker of lawlessness, refers to those who are in patterns of injustice because lawlessness means injustice.
c. Meaning of the Coming Judgement
Matthew 7:22–23 “Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons, and perform many miracles in your name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness [injustice].’” (For further study: Paul also wrote about lawlessness in 2 Thessalonians 2:7)
What is lawlessness?
Lawlessness is more than disobedience, or criminality—it is injustice. The coming judgement is upon the lawless who will be rejected by Jesus. Lawlessness in many scriptures is juxtaposed or opposite of righteousness.
Hebrews 1:9 “You have loved righteousness [and justice] and hated lawlessness; Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of gladness more than Your companions.”
2 Corinthians 6:14 “Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness [and justice] with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness?”
Since justice and righteousness are opposite of lawlessness. Consequently, lawlessness also means injustice and unrighteousness. These terms are translated somewhat interchangeably.
3. Paul Speaks up About His Faith in Jesus Christ
Several days later, Felix and his wife return to hear Paul teach.
Acts 24:24–25 Felix “listened to him as he spoke about faith in Christ Jesus…”
Even in prison, Paul continued to spread the gospel—changing the world from his confinement.
Even if someone listens for the wrong reasons, they are still an audience. Some in the church may be the apostate, but as long as they hear, we can influence their future.
CONCLUSION: PAUL AND OTHERS MODEL HOW TO CHANGE THE TIDE
The message, even in lawless times, is not a story of doom and gloom, but the heralding message is that God’s people can change the tide. In one day, in the city of Nineveh, everyone from the King to clerk decided together to repent and join God’s kingdom. God withheld his wrath because one person, Jonah spoke up. It was a city of 140,000 people. If Nineveh one of the most wicked cities in history could make a 360 turn-around, it’s possible anywhere! Under Nehemiah’s leadership, God’s people fought with one arm and re-built the walls of Jerusalem with the other. Joseph saved the known world from a great famine, by his faithfulness. Moses delivered millions of people out of captivity in supernatural, dramatic ways. God uses His people to change the tide, when we do our part.
Paul Trusts God, Stays the Course, Perseveres, Knowing God Is in Control And Says God Helps Me. 
In Acts 26:22, Paul says, “To this day I have had the help that comes from God, and so I stand here testifying both to small and great, saying nothing but what the prophets and Moses said would come to pass.” Often one person speaks up or leads, and as the faithful come together in unity and love, the world changes. God’s warnings and prophesies are his kindness and they give time for change, prayer and praise. Prayer is often the easiest thing to do and the most effective.
QUESTIONS:
1. Do you have a platform where you could speak up? What message is on your heart?
2. We believe that we can change the tide as God’s people, working in unity and love? What can we pray for more specifically to bring revival?
3. What does administering justice look like in everyday relationships and life? Is it being just ourselves, praying for justice every morning, advocating for others, or speaking up?
4. How is God working His plan toward ultimate goals, even if things don’t look successful?
5. When we are defending ourselves, can we speak wisely to avoid division and maintain unity? What words or phrases are often misunderstood or cause unnecessary offense?
6. Do you see the correlation between unity, brotherly love and justice? Although we welcome unity, love and justice, what can we do to facilitate or administer it even more? How can we come together across cultures, denominations, races and communities to fight against lawlessness and injustice? This Bible study group does a lot of outreach, what are some ideas that have worked well to unify believers?
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