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GATHER

promises relating to reading God’s word – 

Joshua 1:7-8 
Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to act in accordance with all the law that my servant Moses commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may be successful wherever you go. This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth; you shall meditate on it day and night , so that you may be careful to act in accordance with all that is written in it. For then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall be successful. 

Deuteronomy 17:18-19  When taken the throne of the kingdom, he shall have a copy of this law written for him in the presence of the levitical priests. It shall remain with him and he shall read in it all the days of his life, so that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, diligently observing all the words of this law and these statutes, neither exalting himself above other members of the community nor turning aside from the commandment, either to the to the right or to the left so that his descendants may reign long over his kingdom in Israel. 

Literacy rates below 1%, Gutenberg bible – 30% literacy

So how did people learn scripture?? How could Christians learn the promises and provisions in God’s word???

· story telling, songs (psalms), sermons, public reading, bible study, memorization.
Memorizing Verses
Psalm 119:11, Proverbs 3:1-2, 2 Timothy 3:16

Benefits of memorizing scripture:
1. Renews your mind, replacing old ways with new ways. 
2. Strengthens you against temptations – recall at any time.
3. Imparts wisdom – internalize knowledge from scripture
4. Encourages living according to God’s design – as his design becomes more familiar.
5. It helps you to know God’s will and his character.

Psalm 23

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.  
He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me besides still waters; he restores my soul.-
He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil;
For you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

Your prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; your anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long. 

-film- the Soul Shepherd by Joel Kramer

Small Group 
Questions and Instructions

1. read psalm 23 aloud
2. After seeing the movie and reading the Psalm – what stands out to you?
3. Has your understanding of Psalm 23 changed in any way?
4. Why do you think Jesus might have chosen “ the Good Shepherd” as a metaphor for himself?
5. In what way do you think you might be like the sheep?
6. What would it look like for you to be led by Jesus, like the sheep are led by their shepherd?
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Pealm 110:11, Proverbs 31.2,2 Timothy 3:16
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