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Ruth and Esther: Courageous and Covered 

“Where you go, I will go; Where you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God”. Ruth 1:16
“And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?....If I perish, I perish” Esther 4:13:16

Book of Ruth, as told by AI:
The Book of Ruth tells the tender, faith-filled story of Ruth, a Moabite widow who chooses loyalty to her Israelite mother-in-law, Naomi, declaring her commitment to Naomi’s people and God. Set during the time of the judges, the narrative follows Ruth’s humble gleaning in the fields of Boaz, a kinsman-redeemer who embodies kindness, integrity, and obedience to God’s law. Through faithfulness in ordinary, often difficult circumstances, Ruth is redeemed, marries Boaz, and becomes the great-grandmother of King David—revealing God’s providence, inclusiveness, and ability to weave redemption and legacy from loss and quiet obedience.
Book of Esther, as told by AI
The Book of Esther is a dramatic Hollywood blockbuster account of courage and divine deliverance set in the Persian Empire, where Esther, a young Jewish woman, becomes queen and is placed in a pivotal position to save her Jewish people from annihilation. When a royal decree engineered by the villain Haman threatens the Jews, Esther risks her life by approaching the King Xerxes uninvited, guided by wisdom, prayer, and strategic timing. Though God is never explicitly named, His hand is evident throughout the reversals and victories, emphasizing themes of courage, identity, justice, and God’s unseen but faithful protection of His people




  Ruth                                                                                           Esther____________________
A gentile among Jews. Poor                                              A Jew among gentiles.  Wealthy                            
Married a Jew, kinsman redeemer, Boaz                    Married a gentile, a king
Faith reborn through Adult figure: Naomi. Boaz      Mordechi
25 times God mentioned                                                   0
1100bc ,Judges, pre-King Saul                                       480 bc  Persian empire, lavish times
God gives women the gifts of courage and loyalty.
God promises (paraphrased from Christine Cain’s book):
“There is no need He cannot meet, no mountain He cannot move, no prayer He cannot answer, no sickness He cannot heal, no heart He cannot mend, no door He cannot open
For we are small, but God is huge, we are finite but God is infinite, we are imperfect but God is perfect, we fail but God never fails, we can chose to stop, but God is unstoppable”
A woman’s worth is ultimately found in being a daughter of the King, designed specifically for a meaningful, God-given purpose. 
Don’t give up or be discouraged. God wants to use you. “We can do all things through God who gives me strength” Phil 4:13
1 Thess 5:11 “Therefore encourage one another and build each other up just as in fact you are doing”. Let’s do this TOGETHER. We go through seasons. We may have courage one day and need encouragement the next. 
Finish the race well! “Since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us”. Hebrews 12:1
Questions:
Do you identify more with Ruth or Esther, and why?
What is your current “such a time as this” and how is God leading you through this season?
What is a God-ordained courageous action, prayer or stance you’ve taken recently?
How do you ask God to fulfill your dreams and to finish the race well?
