Jesus’ Kingdom Parables
Abundant Growth & Abundant Life

“I came that they may have and enjoy life, and bavve it in abundance {to the full, till it overflows].” John 10:10b

The Sower

Matthew 13:3-9; 18-23
“He told them many things in parables, saying, ‘Listen carefully: a sower went out
to sow [seed in his field]; and as he sowed, some seed fell beside the road
[between the fields], and the birds came and ate it. Other seed fell on rocky ground,
where they did not have much soil; and at once they sprang up because they had
no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and because they had
no root, they withered away. Other seed fell among thorns, and thorns came up and
choked them out. Other seed fell on good soil and yielded grain, some a hundred
times as much [as was sown], some sixty [times as much], and some thirty. He who
has ears [to hear], let him hear and heed My words.’”

“‘Listen then to the [meaning of the] parable of the sower: When anyone hears the
word of the kingdom [regarding salvation] and does not understand and grasp it,
the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the one
on whom seed was sown beside the road. The one on whom seed was sown on
rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and at once welcomes it with joy;
yet he has no [substantial] root in himself, but is only temporary, and when pressure
or persecution comes because of the word, immediately he stumbles and falls
away [abandoning the One who is the source of salvation]. And the one on whom
seed was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the worries
and distractions of the world and the deceitfulness [the superficial pleasures and
delight] of riches choke the word, and it yields no fruit. And the one on whom seed
was sown on the good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands
and grasps it; he indeed bears fruit and yields, some a hundred times [as much as
was sown], some sixty [times as much], and some thirty.””

The Mustard Seed
Matthew 13:31-32
“He gave them another parable [to consider], saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field; and of all the seeds [planted
in the region] it is the smallest, but when it has grown it is the largest of the garden
herbs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air find shelter in its branches.’”



The Leaven
Matthew 13:33
“He told them another parable, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a
woman took and worked into three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’”

Talents

Matthew 25:14-30
“For it is just like a man who was about to take a journey, and he called his servants
together and entrusted them with his possessions. To one he gave five talents, to
another, two, and to another, one, each according to his own ability; and then he
went on his journey. The one who had received the five talents went at once and
traded with them, and he [made a profit and] gained five more. Likewise the one
who had two [made a profit and] gained two more. But the one who had received
the one went and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.

“Now after a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts
with them. And the one who had received the five talents came and brought him
five more, saying, ‘Master, you entrusted to me five talents. See, | have [made a
profit and] gained five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and
faithful servant. You have been faithful and trustworthy over a little, | will put you in
charge of many things; share in the joy of your master.’

“Also the one who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you
entrusted two talents to me. See, | have [made a profit and] gained two more
talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have
been faithful and trustworthy over a little, | will put you in charge of many things;
share in the joy of your master.’

“The one who had received one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew
you to be a harsh and demanding man, reaping [the harvest] where you did not sow
and gathering where you did not scatter seed. So | was afraid [to lose the talent],
and | went and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what is your own.’

“But his master answered him, ‘You wicked, lazy servant, you knew that | reap [the
harvest] where | did not sow and gather where | did not scatter seed. Then you
ought to have put my money with the bankers, and at my return | would have
received my money back with interest. So take the talent away from him, and give it
to the one who has the ten talents.’



“For to everyone who has [and values his blessings and gifts from God, and has
used them wisely], more will be given, and [he will be richly supplied so that] he will
have an abundance; but from the one who does not have [because he has ignored
or disregarded his blessings and gifts from God], even what he does have will be
taken away.

“And throw out the worthless servant into the outer darkness; in that place [of grief
and torment] there will be weeping [over sorrow and pain] and grinding of teeth
[over distress and anger].”

Key Highlights:
1. The Sower:

2. The Mustard Seed:

3. The Leaven:

4. The Talents:

Commonalities:
Growth from the inside, out:

Soil/Dough:

Fear/worry as the enemy/obstacle of growth:
Multiplication:

Unseen

Discussion:
1. Do you have any experience of the Lord multiplying or growing something into
abundance?

2. Have you ever known fear or worry to choke or defeat your living in His promised
abundance?



