	For we are God’s masterpiece, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
			prepared in advance for us to do. Ephesians 2:10

      Paul wants to encourage Ephesus to walk in the new life established by Christ.

1. Ephesians 1:1-1-17 The Blessings of Redemption
Blessed us with every spiritual blessing
Chooses us before the foundation of the world
Predestined us to adoption, according to His kindness
Bestowed His grace upon us
Redemption through his blood
Forgiveness of sins
The riches of his grace lavished upon us
Made known the mystery of His will
We have obtained an inheritance 
The redemption of God’s own possession

2.  If you forgot it or you don’t understand it, Paul prays for a deeper awareness.
First, I pray the eyes of your heart may be enlightened; so that you will know the hope of His calling; what are the riches of His glory of his heritance in the saints, what is the surpassing greatness of His strength toward us who believe.  These are in accordance with the strength of His might.  Which he brought about in Christ, when he raised him from the dead and seated Him in the heavenly places, far above all rule, authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.  Ephesians 1:18-20

3.  Ephesians 2:1-9   You were made ALIVE IN CHRIST!
And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sones of disobedience…..But God being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even which we were dead in our transgressions, MADE US ALIVE together with Christ by the grace you have been saved and raised us up with Him and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might SHOW THE SURPASSING RICHES OF HIS GRACE AND KINDNESS TOWARD US in Christ Jesus. For by grace, you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not as a result of works, that no one should boast.

4.  Ephesians 2:8-10   WE ARE HIS MASTERPIECE!
For we are God’s Masterpiece, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which he prepared, in advance for us to do.

The Greek word Paul chose for this sentence is “poiema,” and what he had in mind is a work of masterful creativity.


The only other time in scripture that it is used is Romans 1:20 about creation

For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. Romans 1:20




Discussion Questions

1. What did God remind you of today out of our reading in Ephesians 1,2?

2. When you think of the reality of being God’s poiema, where or what part would Paul need to remind you and “your eyes to be enlightened so that you will know” and believe how he sees you?

3. This may be hard for you, because you aren’t used to owning the fact that you are a beautiful masterpiece, a display of his creation, but share one way you KNOW that you display His beauty and love to others in your life. 

 
4. Speak this over the person sitting next to you – look them in the eye and tell them-

I pray that the eyes of YOUR heart may be enlightened, so that YOU will know the hope of His calling, the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, and the surpassing greatness of His power toward those who believe.

YOU are His masterpiece, created in Christ Jesus for good works, displaying His beauty through ____________________________that he created you to do, showing the world of his incredible power and grace!!!!!!!!!
