🌿 Spirit-Led Living 
Relationship, Purity, Power, Priority, Protection, Order & Trust, 11/4/25

Ephesus and Beyond (Acts 18:24 to 21:14)

1. God’s Miraculous Work in Ephesus 

Key Idea: Through Paul and others, God broke the stronghold of idol worship, witchcraft, and sorcery in Ephesus, drawing people to Himself and revealing through miracles and truth that He alone is God.

READ: Acts 19: 8-12

Context & Story: 
God opened a door for Paul and others to spread the Gospel in the Hall of Tyrannus—after leaving the Jewish synagogue, an open forum in Ephesus where people gathered, eager for learning and debate. Here, God revealed His supreme power and called people out of counterfeit spirituality. He met them where they were—immersed in magic and idol worship—and spoke to them in a way they could understand, demonstrating that He alone is God.

Key Verses: “Some became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them and took the disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia, heard the word of the Lord . . . God did extraordinary miracles through Paul” (Acts 19: 9-11)


2. What the Sons of Sceva Story Teaches Us? 
READ: Acts 19: 13-20
Key Idea: God’s power cannot be controlled or manipulated. God’s greatest desire is not that we perform for Him, but that we know Him. True spiritual power and freedom come only through a personal connection with Jesus Christ—not through rituals, formulas, or borrowed authority.

Key Verse: “The name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honor.” — Acts 19:17
The Sons of Sceva (Acts 19:13–16): Seven Jewish exorcists attempted to cast out demons by invoking “the Jesus whom Paul preaches.” But they didn’t know Jesus personally. The evil spirit recognized their lack of relationship and overpowered them, exposing the emptiness of imitation faith.
The Believers’ Response (Acts 19:17–20): This event brought deep conviction. Many confessed their sins and burned their expensive magic scrolls, choosing a genuine relationship with Jesus over false power and profit. Their repentance proved their trust and loyalty to Christ alone
Key Points
1. God Desires Relationship, Not Ritual 
The sons of Sceva knew the name of Jesus and even Paul, but did not know Jesus. God desires a relationship above all, and His power cannot be manipulated or controlled. 
2. The Occult Imitates What Only God Can Give
Occult practices promise hidden knowledge or control but are rooted in deception. They draw people away from trusting in God and open the door to spiritual harm. See: Isaiah 8:19, Deuteronomy 18: 10-12, Leviticus 19:26, 1 Samuel 15:23, 2 Kings 17:17 & 21:6, Daniel 2:27, Micah 5:12, Jeremiah 27:9. 
3. The Holy Spirit Exposes the Counterfeit 
When the Spirit moves, false power is revealed. The result is reverence, repentance, and renewed devotion to Christ—like Elijah on Mt. Carmel (1 Kings 18), where god’s fire proved His reality over Baal’s emptiness. 
4. Greed Corrupts True Worship
Many in Ephesus used spirituality for profit. Their repentance was costly — they burned their scrolls rather than sell them — proving that Jesus is worth more than money or influence. God opposes the occult not only because it is dangerous, but because it replaces trust in Him with trust in self, power, or profit. 
Questions
· Are there areas in your life where God is inviting you to turn away from “idols,” things that compete with your devotion to Him?
· How does this story show that knowing about God is different from truly knowing Him?
· Where might God be calling you to speak truth or bring light in places that are influenced by confusion, superstition, or false beliefs? 

3. The Riots in Ephesus: How Greed, Pride, and Confusion Oppose Genuine Faith.
READ: Acts 19:23–41
Key Idea: When the Gospel threatens people’s pride or profit, they often resist God’s truth. Confusion and chaos are some of Satan’s most effective tools to oppose genuine faith and silence truth.

Key Verses
“The assembly was in confusion: some were shouting one thing, some another. Most of the people did not even know why they were there.” — Acts 19:32
“ For God is not a God of disorder but of peace.” —1 Corinthians 14:33
Key Points 
· Faith Threatens False Systems: When truth exposes idols — whether money, power, or reputation — opposition rises.
· Confusion Is a Weapon of the Enemy: Satan uses emotional frenzy, pride, and misinformation to divide people and distract them from God’s truth.
· God Is a God of Order, Not Chaos: Even amid opposition, God preserves His servants. The Gospel continues to advance when believers stay grounded in truth and peace.
Questions:
· How do you see money, power, and reputation coming against Christianity today?
· How have you seen confusion used as a tool of the enemy — in culture, relationships, or even within the Church?

4. A Willingness to Grow & Go
Key Ideas
Spirit-led living is marked by humility, a teachable heart, and God-centered priorities.

Apollo's natural abilities as a teacher and speaker could have made him proud and limited his message, but he was teachable, learned the complete Gospel, and shared the Good News with many. (Acts 18:24 to 19:7)

Paul obeyed the Spirit’s direction toward Jerusalem despite the warnings and hardships that awaited him. Paul pioneered a path of Spirit-led faith so bold and unyielding that its impact still shapes believers today. (Acts 20 to 21:14)
Key Verse: “I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me – the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace.”

Takeaway: Spirit-led obedience often involves humility, sacrifice, and hardship — but it produces lasting fruit and eternal reward. What we pass on in faith and character is our most lasting legacy.

Questions: 
· Like Apollos, how do we cultivate a teachable, humble heart that is willing to keep learning and growing in faith rather than becoming proud or closed-minded?
· How does Paul’s example encourage you to keep serving when ministry or obedience feels difficult? 
· What do you want your legacy to be?
